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Mission Statement
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At Bancroft School of Massage Therapy, we believe the time has come for massage to join the health services and modalities available for animals.  Currently, no national licensing or certification requirements exist for animal massage, and we are prepared to set the standard in this field to ensure competency and excellence.

Our goal is to extend our experience and expertise in massage education to the animal world by offering comprehensive training in small animal anatomy, non-invasive basic and advanced massage and bodywork techniques, ethics, and business practices.  Our goal is to have graduates who will be viewed as competent massage professionals who have a valuable service to offer the pet owner, the veterinary community, and other animal related businesses and organizations. 

Choosing a Massage School:
What makes our program different …

Excerpts in quotes are taken from an article on the American Massage Therapy Association website called “Starting a Career in Massage Therapy: What You Need to Know.”

“Massage is a healing art as well as a science.  It requires a balance of academic and technical knowledge, clinical skills, manual dexterity, sensitivity, and awareness.  It takes a sincere desire to help others, along with a commitment to the time, energy, and focus necessary for the training process in order to become a solid practitioner.”

“The training program curriculum should cover such subjects as anatomy, physiology, kinesiology, theory and practice of massage therapy, hands-on practice under faculty supervision, ethics and business practices.”

These quotes apply to massage programs that teach massage for people.  Why should we compromise or relax these standards because we are working on animals?  Any program offering instruction on massage must include on-site instruction of hands-on techniques to ensure the competency of its students.  To be competent in massage, you must understand the anatomy and physiology of the body you intend to work on.  The massage techniques must be fully understood and appropriately applied for the receiver to gain the maximum benefit.  Massage strokes applied with too much pressure, in the wrong places, or to a pathology contraindicated for massage can do harm to the body.

No accredited human massage schools offer training where the student does not have to complete hands-on instruction.  The only way to evaluate if a student is performing a massage technique correctly is to have students practice that technique on an instructor.  This is the philosophy at the Bancroft School of Massage Therapy’s Small Animal Massage Certification Program.  Massage is not just “fluff and buff;” it is the manipulation of the soft tissues of the body for therapeutic purposes.  Our comprehensive 200-hour program was designed using the model of our human program.  We have been teaching massage since 1950 and our graduates are recognized worldwide.

Our curriculum was developed by veterinarians, veterinary technicians, human and canine physical therapists, and licensed massage therapists.  We have included all the information that is required in a human program and geared it specifically to small animals.  Our goal is to produce the most well trained Small Animal Massage Therapists in the industry.

In order to be taken seriously as a massage professional, it is important to get education from a program that has a known track record for producing quality graduates.  Veterinarians will be reluctant to refer animal clients to a therapist that has not had adequate training. When choosing a massage program, you need to seriously consider the type of training that you want.
In most states, the Board of Veterinary Medicine determines the standards for the practice of animal massage.  The wording of the Veterinary Practice Act of each state determines what can be done to animals and by whom.  In some states, addendums to the practice act or general laws of the state have been passed setting limits and/or requirements of schooling for the practice of animal massage.

When looking for schools of animal massage, check the following:

Is the school accredited by the state in which it is located?

Does the school offer hands-on training?

What are the qualifications of the instructors?

How long has the school been in business?

Will the program qualify you to sit for the National Board of Certification for Animal Acupressure & Massage (NBCAAM) National Examination?

Do they offer instruction in Anatomy & Physiology?

In Animal behavior and handling?

In Communicable diseases of animals?

Upon completion of this program, you will have the skills and knowledge needed to:

· Offer your professional services in veterinary offices, grooming salons, pet shops and pet supply stores, agility clubs, canine clubs, working animal organizations, etc.

· Teach private and group workshops for pet owners, handlers and breeders on how to massage their animals for relaxation, health preservation and injury prevention.

· Sit for and pass the National Board of Certification for Animal Acupressure & Massage National Examination (NBCAAM), the new voluntary national certification exam for animal massage therapists.

Small Animal Massage Therapy 200-Hour Certification 

161 Hours Class Time, 39 Hours Off-Campus Internship

Educational Investment:  $4,750.00 (for all schedules)

(Payment Plans Available)

Other Expenses: Required Books: $110 Uniform shirt: $32.95 *Approximate Costs
Faculty includes a variety of professional disciplines, including Veterinarians, Veterinary Technicians, Animal Professionals, Certified Massage Therapists, and Physical Therapists
Admission Requirements:  High School Graduate

(Important Note:  In order to accommodate students with various educations, backgrounds and animal experience, students may be subject to tutorials at the teacher’s discretion. 

Also, some students may be required to take BSMT’s Primer Course 

prior to admission to this course.  (Cost of Required Tutorials and Primer Course are 

not included in the tuition for this course.)

Course List

101
Small Animal Anatomy and Introduction to Pathologies

102
Small Animal Behavior, Handling and Management

103
Health/Bio-Security/Animal First Aid/CPR

104
Species and Breeds

105
Massage Techniques I

106
Passive Range of Motion Exercises

107
Introduction to Biomechanics and Gait Analysis

108
Massage Techniques II

109
Introduction to Energy Healing Modalities for Animals

110
Regional Massage Applications

111
Business Practices, Marketing, Presentation Skills/Ethics

112
Internship

Scheduled Sessions
1)    Six Month Certification Program—


Spring Session



Held on Mondays 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

March 19, 2012; End date September 24, 2012
2)
Eight Month Distance Certification Program

April 15, 2012; End date November 10, 2012

Students complete 16 classes (49 Hours) On-line

32 Classes (112 Hours) at BSMT

39 Hours Off-Campus Internship

The at-home portion opens on April 15, 2012 and work must be completed 2 weeks prior to the first hands-on date.

Distance dates at BSMT:

Aug. 13-18, 2012 Monday through Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sept 20-23, 2012 Thursday through Sunday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Nov 5-10, 2012 Monday through Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
3) 
Twelve Month Certification Program

Held one weekend per month for 12 months

Sat. & Sun. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Jan. 14-15, 2012; End date: Dec. 1, 2012
Legal Standing of Animal Massage

Federal, state and foreign laws regarding animals and massage can vary widely.  Laws such as veterinary practice acts, massage therapy or parlor acts, chiropractic acts, physical therapy acts, and other rules pertaining to animals vary from state to state and possibly from town to town.  Laws, rules and regulations can change without advance notice and may affect whether and how a massage practitioner is able/not able to perform massage on animals.  It is also possible that courts or licensing authorities may interpret these laws, rules, and regulations in a way, which may affect animal massage.  

Bancroft School of Massage Therapy will try to stay abreast of current and pending legislation.  However, it is the sole responsibility of individuals applying to and enrolled in our program to determine what rules, laws and regulations apply in the jurisdictions, counties, towns, states, or countries where they intend to practice animal massage. 

Please call Steven Tankanow, President at 508-753-9757

or email Lisa Ruthig at lisa@livelydog.net for more information.
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Small Animal Massage Program

Application for Enrollment

Name _________________________________________________ Date _________________
Home Address __________________________________________ Phone________________
City ______________________________ State _________Zip________SS#______________
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________

Email address_______________________________Fax_______________________________

Occupation ____________________  Employer _________________ Phone_______________

Date of birth ___________________ Gender __________  Height ________  Weight ________

Please indicate which starting section you are applying for:___12 Months Starts: Jan. 14, 2012







           ___ 6 Months Starts: March 19, 2012







           ___ Distance Starts: April 15, 2012
Please submit two personal references that are people you have known at least one year and to whom you are not related.

Reference # 1 (name, address, phone, email)


Reference # 2 (name, address, phone, email)

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

List all schools attended and degrees earned post (high school):


School




Dates attended

         Date Graduated

______________________________________
___________________
        _________________

______________________________________
___________________
        _________________

______________________________________
___________________
        _________________

List any animal related courses, trainings and/or certifications you have taken: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On a separate paper, please complete the following in essay form: “I want be certified in animal massage because……”  (minimum 500 words typed)  Please include your experience, both personally and professionally, with animals.

To the best of my knowledge, all information stated above is correct.

____________________________________________

____________________________

Signature of applicant





Date

Please submit this form with a $50 application fee made payable to Doggone U
Send to BSMT 333 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604 Attn: Steven Tankanow

Medical History Form

Name







Date



_____

Address



        _






_____

Phone – Home:

              


Phone – Work:



Occupation:






Date of Birth:




Massage for animals requires that you be able to work on the floor for periods of time.  We would like to take a moment to check off any injuries or medical complaints/conditions that you may have now or have had in the past.  Please be specific.  Good health is essential in order to successfully complete the certificate program.

__ Arthritis

__ Asthma

__ Bleeding/Bruising
   __ Blood Pressure Problems 

__ Cardiac Issues (heart disease, surgeries, etc)




(Low/High)

__ Carpal Tunnel Syndrome


__ Chronic Fatigue/Fibromyalgia

__ Depression

__ Diabetes

__Dizziness/Fainting

__ Epilepsy

__ Hemophilia

__ Hernia

__ Joint pain/problems

__ Pregnancy

__ Psychiatric

__ Vertebral/Disc problems



__ Other (include any other conditions, syndromes, recent accidents and anything else pertinent to your health status):

Any musculoskeletal problems?







_____
Upper Extremity:




Lower Extremity:


_____
Lower Back:





Neck:




_____
Are any of the symptoms aggravated by:

Standing?
Walking?
Sitting?
Bending?
Lying?

Massage?


Have you had any other illness, injuries, or operations? Yes*
  No


*Please explain:




































 

Have you ever been compelled to interrupt your work or study for a substantial period of time or substantially reduce your workload because of physical disability, illness, or emotional difficulties?


If yes, please attach a doctor’s statement giving nature of ailment or disability.

Please list any medications taken on a regular basis and why:































I have been truthful and honest in answering the questions on this form.  If my medical condition changes while I am enrolled in the school, I will notify my instructors at once of the changes.  I understand that if this occurs, I may need to acquire a doctor’s note to continue in the program.

Signature








Date

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Please attach documentation of updated Tetanus Vaccine

If you have a documented learning disability and/or any handicap, you must submit a diagnostic report in the format of a full medical evaluation from a licensed clinician. Bancroft requires that the report include a specific diagnosis and narrative describing functional limitations of the disorder. This clinical evaluation will be used to provide the student with adequate accommodations to help the student successfully complete the program. The student may be provided with tutorials, oral or private testing, extra time allotted for exam and/or other accommodations listed in the clinician's report.
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